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(1) Matthew J. Daniels . (3) . 

(2) Jeffrey Killian (50891) . (4) . 

Date of Interview: 14 September 2006 Time: 4:26 

Type of Interview: 

^ Telephonic 

□ Video Conference 

□ Personal (Copy given to: □ Applicant □ Applicant's representative) 

Exhibit Shown or Demonstrated: □ Yes Q No 
If Yes, provide a brief description: 

Parti. 

Rejection(s) discussed: 
1 

Claims discussed: 
1 

Prior art documents discussed: 
None 

Part II. 

SUBSTANCE OF INTERVIEW DESCRIBING THE GENERAL NATURE OF WHAT WAS DISCUSSED: 
See Continuation Sheet 



Part III. 

E>3 It is not necessary for applicant to provide a separate record of the substance of the interview, since the interview 
directly resulted in the allowance of the application. The examiner will provide a written summary of the substance 
of the interview in the Notice of Allowability. 

□ It is not necessary for applicant to provide a separate record of the substance of the interview, since the interview 
did not result in resolution of all issues. A brief summary by the examiner appears in Part II above. 
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Continuation of Substance of Interview including description of the general nature of what was discussed: The 
Examiner proposed the enclosed claim amendments to place the case in condition for allowance and to overcome the 
references to Shen and Choa by providing a mixture that is at least about half alumina combined with sintering 
temperatures that are higher than those typically used in spark plasma sintering of alumina. Applicant's counsel 
agreed to the proposed amendments. 
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An examiner's amendm^dt to the record ^pears below. Shaifld the changes am/or 
additions ifk unacceptable tj/ applicant, an aijr6ndment may be |Ked as provided ^37 CFR 
1.31 2/To ensure consideration of such qrf amendment, it N0ST be submitted no later than the 
lament of the issue fee. 

Authorisation for this ex^hiner's amendmei^was given in a telephone intend^ with 



1 . The method for the preparation of a cutting tool insert having a sintered alumina and silicon 
carbide whisker composite material body, comprising the steps of 

[-] milling and mixing powders of alumina and silicon carbide whiskers; 

[-] forming said mixture into a preformed workpiece; 

[-] heating said workpiece at a heating rate of from about 20 to about 60°C per minute by 
applying electrical energy in the form of a DC current that at least partially goes through said 
workpiece to a sintering temperature of between from [about 1600] 1800 to about 2300°C; and 

[-] holding said workpiece at said sintering temperature for a holding time of from about 
5 to about 60 minutes at a pressure of between 20 to 100 MPa, 

wherein the proportion of silicon carbide whiskers in said composite material is from 
about 5 to about 50 % by volume and said alumina grain size in said composite material has a 
80 th percentile (P80) of less than 2.5 ^im. 
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Claim 2 has been cancelled. 

In Claim 3, replaced "claim 2" with -claim 1- 

In Claim 4, replaced "claim 2" with -claim 1- 

Claim 19 has been cancelled 

In Claim 20, replaced "claim 19" with -claim 1- 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC $4 12 
Claim rej^dtions set forth previoijgly under this section^are withdrawn in vip& of the persuash 
arguments drawn to the rejection of Claim 2 undep^S USC 112, secoi)0 paragraph, on p^e 7 of 
le remarks filed 14 Seiafember 2006. 



Reasons £6r Allowance 

The followjrlg is an examiner's statement of reasons for aJJ6wance: ***. 
Any cements considered np&ssary by applicant rmjat be submitted neater than the 
payment the issue fee and, to/void processing delays^hould preferably&ccompany th^fssue 
fee. J^uch submissions shoijift be clearly labeled "Ccydments on Stateip6nt of Reasor 
ulowance." 




